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Here are the people who protect our wildlife. The
people who risk their safety, their comfort, their lives.
The people with families and jobs, who sacrifice their
time and are asked if they have “nothing better to do”.
In these photos is the failure of our law enforcement,
the cruelty of some and the selflessness of others.
Most importantly, however, these photos show
normal people.
Normal people that care deeply about the lives of
animals persecuted day after day for no reason other
than sport, tradition and false information.
These are the people who protect our wildlife.
And these are people that don’t give up.

Protest is like begging the powers that
be to dig a well. Direct action is digging
the well and daring them to stop you.
- David Graeber

“

“

ONE STEP AHEAD
Up at the break of dawn on a damp, misty day, two sabs peruse a map of the area. Taking time
before the hunt starts to familiarise with the land and predict where the hunt may go is incredibly
important - the more organised sabs are, the more effective they can be. With the hunt having the
advantage being on horses and with sabs only on foot, staying one step ahead is key to keeping up
with the pack and being able to monitor and intervene if necessary. Map reading is an essential skill
as a sab, and being able to clearly describe points and directions to others in the group is critical to
keeping track of the hunt and being able to intercept them. The sab driving the vehicle will also have
a navigator in the passenger seat, enabling them to drive swiftly without having to look at the map
themselves. If a foot team needs picking up and moving to a different area, both groups must be able
to describe and find a pick up point quickly enough so that the hunt does not get away.

“

I’ve been anti-hunt for as long as I can
remember, but I only wish I’d started sabbing
a lot sooner than I did.

“

A saboteur’s Landrover, or ‘landy’, is perhaps the most prized and key piece of equipment a group
owns. Needed to transport sabs to meets and keep up with the hunt over rough terrain, a saboteur’s
vehicle is a major component to saving wildlife. The back of this landy had been decorated with
an array of stickers, ranging from anti-fox hunting and anti-badger cull to anti-tories and human
liberation. A prime example of how a sab’s passion against cruelty extends beyond foxes and
badgers, the inside of this Landrover door itself represents equality, peace and compassion, and the
people who give up their time and risk their safety to fight for the lives of others.

DECORATED SOLDIER

“
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We can do what we can to save lives but, in the
end, it needs politicians to stop it, which will not
happen until we have a different government.

LOOKOUT
Sabbing isn’t always the fast-paced adrenaline rush many people think it is. A lot of the time is spent
looking for the hunt, sitting and waiting for them to appear or for the hounds to pick up a scent.
“Sometimes we find it hard to get more than a glimpse of the hunt as they disappear into private estates
and deep hidden valleys. Other times we might be rating the hounds off several foxes in one meet”. No day
spent sabbing is ever the same, and it takes a lot of patience and dedication to do it on a regular basis.
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When out with a hunt, it is imperative that saboteurs stick together in groups no fewer than two. The hunt and its
supporters will try to isolate sabs and separate the group. With sabs still being seriously injured, and in rare cases losing
their lives, team work has never been more important. “We always work together. Nobody is ever left alone and we
always have each others’ backs”.
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It’s a pyschological battle.

Although it may seem counterproductive, waiting and watching can be the most effective tactic when out with a hunt or
a shoot. Passive obstruction can stop activities for a long time and has a lower chance of causing aggression. “Since the
introduction of the Hunting Act, hunts have had to be much more evasive; it has become a game of cat and mouse”.
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The idea that we are violent goes against the
very ethos of what a saboteur is.

ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL
Sabbing isn’t all about foxes and badgers - sabs will do all they can to help wildlife they find
along the way. On New Year’s Day when the targeted hunts had been cancelled, this rabbit
was spotted at the side of the road whilst driving to check another location. They were dazed,
slow and docile, with severely swollen eyes as a result of myxomatosis - a terrible disease very
common in rabbits that is more often than not fatal. This poor creature ended up being put to
sleep by a vet later that day, but instead of drawn-out suffering or becoming roadkill, their final
hours were spent warm and comfortable in the arms of a sab.

SANCTUARY
“We purchased the land in May 2015. We cleared pathways and planted more native trees with the idea of turning
it into a private wildlife sanctuary.
We had our first introduction to the hunt later that same year. They trespassed onto the land which was reported
to the hunt and the police. They were not happy to be told I had purchased the land and the hounds and
themselves were banned from entry. We also show children around the site, and at first they agreed to tell us when
they were in the area but now, they refuse to.
Since 2015 the hunt has trespassed across our land every year, and the followers of the hunt block access to the
gate and will taunt to try and get a reaction on every visit. The police have never attended my site though I report
every incident.
Fox hunting is banned by the law of this land, however it carries on unobstructed and people like me are left to be
persecuted year after year. Because you own a horse and a little red coat you can kill, taunt and do whatever you
want by our police force. I don’t know what we would have done without the sabs’ help.”

- Adam Hawker, private wildlife sanctuary owner

From left to right, top to bottom:

Horn - Horn calls are used by the huntsman to signal to hounds and followers what is happening, or to give instructions.

Hunt saboteurs use the horn to mimic the huntsman and control the hounds, potentially helping to lead them away from a
fox. Horn calls can be difficult to learn, but are extremely useful if used properly.
Face Coverings - To protect their identity, most sabs will wear clothing that covers their face and any distinguishing
features. As sabs will film the hunt, the hunt will also film the sabs. There have been countless instances of hunt members and
supporters abusing, stalking and harassing sabs, which can sometimes turn into physical violence.
Scent Dullers - Used to cover the scent of a fox so that the hounds don’t pick up on it, scent dullers can include garlic,
Antimate, citronella and eucalyptus oils. They are sprayed strategically on areas where a fox has or may run through, and can
sabotage the hunt before they even arrive at an area.
Radio - Used by foot teams and drivers to keep in contact whilst out with the hunt. Code names are often used in all sabbing
communications to further protect identities.
Whip - Makeshift whips are used by sabs as another method to control the hounds. The cracking sound of a whip will deter
hounds, potentially driving them away from a fox. Whips used by sabs do not come into contact with the hounds or any
other animal.
Gizmo - Often called a gizmo, this powerful little sound box can hold recordings of voice calls, horn calls and the sound of
hounds in cry. Playing these sounds at the right time at the right place can control the hounds and deter them from a fox.
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I’ve heard people saying we carry acid in our citronella bottles
and spray animals with it. The hunt spread many lies about us.

YOU CAN’T HURT THEM ANYMORE
Aside from fox hunting, sab activity is largely centered around fighting the annual badger cull, which is the
mass killing of badgers across the UK in an effort to control bovine tuberculosis. There is little evidence to
suggest the badger cull is effective, and can actually increase bovine TB in surrounding areas. “It’s corrupt
and unscientific. The government needs to back down and admit it doesn’t work”. Sabs will go out during the
cull and destroy badger traps, as well as any other animal traps such as the larson trap in this image, in which
a live ‘bait bird’ is used to attract other corvids to stop them from eating the eggs of pheasants that are used
for shooting. An effort is being made by wildlife trusts to work with farmers and persuade them to have the
badgers on their land vaccinated instead of culled. “They need to move to accurate cattle TB testing and badger
vaccination as soon as possible, and drop the pretence that killing badgers help the fight against bovine TB”.
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The traps featured were collected by a sab over their years of sabbing fox hunts and the badger cull.

Fenn Traps - Fenn traps, named after their inventor Alan Fenn, are essentially large mouse-trap devices used to kill

small mammals such as rabbits, rats and squirrels. They are designed to be placed in or at the entrance of an animal’s
tunnel, and will be triggered when the plate is stepped on. Sabs will triggers these traps with sticks or logs and remove
them so they are no longer a danger to wildlife.

Snares - Snares are wire nooses designed to trap ‘pest’ animals such as rabbits and foxes. These are used extensively

around pheasant pens to stop animals preying on them, only for the pheasants to be used in shooting bloodsports. The
snares in this image are legal as they have a stopper to prevent them from tightening too much around the animal’s neck,
however, illegal snares without stoppers are still used around the UK.

PURSE NET
If during a hunt a fox goes to ground (hides in a tunnel, such as a badger sett), a terrier dog will be sent
down one hole, whilst a purse net will be pegged over the entrance of another. When the fox is flushed out
by the terrier, it will get caught in the net.
Terrier men are members of the hunt that should not exist under the Hunting Act but are still commonly
seen and are known as the cruelest and most aggressive of hunt staff. They will ride on quad bikes with
digging tools and small terrier dogs in a box on the back of the vehicle, ready to dig out a fox. The most
common excuse for their appearance is to ‘repair fences’ that the hunt may damage throughout the day,
but, like most excuses from the hunt, it is a thin veil to cover what they actually do. Terrier dogs and fox
hounds suffer injuries and cruelty at the hands of the hunt often equal to the wildlife being hunted.
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The Hunting Act doesn’t seem to be worth
the paper it’s written on.

CARRY IT HOME

A quick look around a sab’s house will show their passion for wildlife and the environment extends
far beyond being out in the field sabbing. The lives of these animals hold a special place in the
heart of all sabs, with their dedication to the cause being visible in both material options and dayto-day moral actions and choices. Many sabs are vegan or vegetarian, look after animals of their
own and volunteer within other environmental and humanitarian projects. All sabs are normal
people, varying in personality, hobbies, profession, appearance and lifestyle just as all other
normal people do. However, one thing that links them all is a remarkable dedication to protecting
those who cannot protect themselves, to defending the natural world and its inhabitants and to
breaking down the years of cruelty and corruption that still keep bloodsports alive today.

Saboteurs come from all sections of society. We work in
offices, as nurses, in universities, cafés and shops, run our
own businesses - anywhere that anybody else might work.
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We are just
ordinary
people who
are dedicated
and passionate
about protecting
wildlife from
persecution.

The Hunting Act needs strengthening. Until such a time,
there will always be a need for hunt saboteurs and that’s
the issue - we shouldn’t need to be doing what we’re doing.

News headlines exposing what these hunts get up to are
becoming more common, and I think the message is slowly
getting out there.

A big problem is a lack of involvement. If people just got
out and about with cameras it would help a lot.

It’s virtually impossible under current law to obtain evidence and
secure a prosection. Encounters with the police show they are
massively prejudiced against sabs.

I’m very proud of my fellow sabs. It takes a special kind of
person to have that fire in your belly to stand up and take
action.

Keep the Ban
Stengthen the Ban
Long Live the Fox
All quotes featured in this project and in captions are from anonymous sabs
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take action
Sab groups are entirely sustained by their supporters and the sabs themselves, and rely
on volunteers and donations to keep saving wildlife. Awareness comes when the truth is
exposed to people, but change comes when people take action. Please consider helping
directly or indirectly to keep fighting the hunt and work towards a time when hunting
for sport and unethical culls are a truly a thing of the past.
Thank you.

DIRECT

INDIRECT

Find your local hunt sab group and get
involved with direct action in the field.

DONATIONS

Visit

www.huntsabs.org.uk/local-groups
to find a HSA affiliated group near you.

Most sab groups have Facebook / Twitter
/ Instagram pages where you can get in
touch.
If you are unable to help directly in
sabbing, you can help your local group by
monitoring hunts near you and alerting
them to any activity.
If you have information on a hunt (meeting
times etc.), please contact your local sab
group.

Sabbing is a very expensive business, and
groups are always in need of funds for
vehicle repairs, equipment, fuel and more. If
you are able to, visit your local group’s social
media and donate via their link.
ABILLION
abillion is vegan food review app that
supports NGOs for every review made,
the Hunt Saboteurs Association being
one of them. Find it in your app store and
download for free.
AWARENESS
Keep the pressure on and share the truth
about hunting far and wide.

Keep the Ban. Strengthen the Ban. Long Live the Fox.
For more information on hunting and sabbing, visit www.huntsabs.org.uk

